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FRANKENSTEIN

tread a land never before imprinted by the foot of man. These are

my enticements, and they are sufficient to conquer all fear of danger

or death, and to induce me to commence this laborious voyage with
the joy a child feels when he embarks in a little boat, with his holiday
mates, on an expedition of discovery up his native river. But, sup-

posing all these conjectures to be false, you cannot contest the

inestimable benefit which I shall confer on all mankind to the last

generation, by discovering a passage near the pole to those coun-

tries, to reach which at present so many months are requisite; or by
ascertaining the secret of the magnet, which, if at all possible, can

only be effected by an undertaking such as mine.
These reflections have dispelled the agitation with which I began

my letter, and I feel my heart glow with an enthusiasm which ele-

vates me to heaven; for nothing contributes so much to tranquillize
the mind as a steady purpose-a point on which the soul may fix its
intellectual eye. This expedition has been the favourite dream of
my early years. I have read with ardour the accounts of the various
voyages which have been made in the prospect of arriving at the

North Pacific Ocean through the seas which surround the pole. You

may remember that a history of all the voyages made for purposes

of discovery composed the whole of our good Uncle Thomas's

library. My education was neglected, yet I was passionately fond of
reading. These volumes were my study day and night, and my famil-
iarity with them increased that regret which I had felt, as a child, on
learning that my father's dying injunction had forbidden my uncle
to allow me to embark in a seafaring life.

These visions faded when I perused, for the first time, those

poets whose effusions entranced my soul, and lifted it to heaven. I
also became a poet, and for one year lived in a Paradise of my own
creation; I imagined that I also might obtain a niche in the temple
where the names of Homer and Shakespeare are consecrated. You

are well acquainted with my failure, and how heavily I bore the
disappointment. But just at that time I inherited the fortune of my
cousin, and my thoughts were turned into the channel of their
earlier bent.

Six years have passed
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FRANKENSTEIN

I think necessary among those who are accustomed to the whale-
fishing. I do not intend to sail until the month of Iune; and when
shall I return? Ah, dear sister, how can I answer this question? If I
succeed, many, many months, perhaps years, will pass before you and
I may meet. If I fail, you will see me again soon, or never.

Farewell, my deat excellent Margaret. Heaven shower down
blessings on you, and save me, that I may again and again testify my
gratitude for all your love and kindness.

Your affectionate brother,
R. W-q.rroN
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FRANKENSTEIN

my day dreams are more extended and magnificent, but they want
(as the painters call it) keeping; and I greatly need a friend who
would have sense enough not to despise me as romantic, and affec-

tion enough for me to endeavour to regulate my mind.
Well, these are useless complaints; I shall certainly find no friend

on the wide ocean, nor even here in Archangel, among merchants

and seamen. Yet some feelings, unallied to the dross of human
nature, beat even in these rugged bosoms. My lieutenant, for
instance, is a man of wonderful courage and enterprise; he is madly
desirous of glory: or rather, to word my phrase more characteristi-

cally, of advancement in his profession. He is an Englishman, and in
the midst of national and professional prejudices, unsoftened by
cultivation, retains some of the noblest endowments of humanity. I
first became acquainted with him on board a whale vessel: finding
that he was unemployed in this city, I easily engaged him to assist in
my enterprise.

The master is a person of an excellent disposition; and is remark-
able in the ship for his gentleness and the mildness of his discipline.

This circumstance, added to his well-known integrity and dauntless

courage, made me very desirous to engage him. A youth passed in
solitude, my best years spent under your gentle and feminine foster-

age, has so refined the groundwork of my character that I cannot

overcome an intense distaste to the usual brutality exercised on
board ship: I have never believed it to be necessary, and when I
heard of a mariner equally noted for his kindliness of heart and the
respect and obedience paid to him by his crew I felt myself pecu-

liarly fortunate in being able to secure his services. I heard of him
first in rather a romantic manner, from a lady who owes to him the

happiness of her life. This, briefly, is his story. Some years ago he

loved a young Russian lady of moderate fortune; and having amassed

a considerable sum in prize-money, the father of the girl consented

to the match. He saw his mistress once before the destined cere-

mony; but she was bathed in tears, and, throwing herself at his feet,

entreated him to spare her, confessing at the same time that she

loved another, but that he was poor, and that her father would never

consent to the union. \l
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